[Plasma cell granuloma of the chest and lung in childhood].
Plasma cell granuloma is a benign, non-neoplastic lesion rarely found in children. It occurs mainly in the chest and lungs, the right lung mostly. Most cases are asymptomatic and are discovered incidentally on routine chest X-ray, although there may have been atypical upper respiratory symptoms. The X-ray findings, as well as those of other imaging modalities, are nonspecific, making the exact localization and diagnosis of the lesion difficult, as demonstrated in the cases of 2 boys aged 8 and 9 years, respectively. Locating the right diaphragm and its relation to the large lesion by various imaging modalities was unreliable in 1 of the cases. The large, dense, firm, adherent lesions were carefully and completely resected in both cases. In 1 case it was located in the right lung, pulmonary hilum and mediastinum. In the other, in the right pleural space in the supradiaphragmatic region, adherent to the posterolateral aspect of the lower ribs. Biopsies for frozen section should always be taken before deciding on the extent of surgery. Radical resection of normal surrounding tissue should be avoided. Our cases have been followed for 2 and 3 years respectively, with no evidence of recurrence. Prognosis is excellent when lesions are completely removed.